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Federal Budget provides funds to strengthen  

primary healthcare 
 

Significant funding in this year’s Federal Budget to support the objectives of the Primary Health Care 
10 Year Plan will further strengthen the primary healthcare sector, and is welcome investment as 
primary carers take on an even greater role in the fight against COVID-19. 

Speaking after the release of Tuesday night’s budget, South Western Sydney Primary Health Network 
(SWSPHN) Chief Executive Officer, Dr Keith McDonald PhD, said primary care was often the first point 
of contact for those seeking medical care. 

“A strong primary care sector is best placed to meet the healthcare needs of our unique and diverse 
community in South Western Sydney, with a particular focus on mental health, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health, and health outcomes for our culturally and linguistically diverse communities. 

“The $632.8 million allocated towards the primary healthcare plan in the next financial year is a great 
start and one I hope will continue to be built upon in the future,” Dr McDonald said. 

“This funding will support the development of new and improved programs and services tailored to our 
community to meet the objectives of the plan, including equitable access to healthcare, continuity of 
care and an integrated care system.” 

The 2022-23 budget includes the following funding for the primary healthcare plan: 

• $56 million for PHNs to continue to plan, coordinate, support and commission after hours medical 
services for a further 12 months 

• $3 million for the Australian Digital Health Agency to build links between the new MyGP system – a 
voluntary patient enrolment scheme aimed at improving chronic care management – and MyHealth 
Record 

• $4.9 million to support quality improvement in general practice 

• $7.5 million to trial models to strengthen palliative care services and to improve access to end of 
life care pathways 

Dr McDonald said mental health and suicide prevention would also receive funding, as would services 
and programs to tackle alcohol and other drugs concerns, aged care and the primary care response to 
COVID-19. 

“Primary carers are increasingly taking on the role of managing COVID-19 in the community, including 
via home visits to those who have COVID-19, an in-home vaccination service for vulnerable patients 
and testing through our Commonwealth funded GP-led respiratory clinics,” he said. 

“Funding for primary care’s COVID-19 response includes $13.6 million to provide access to pulse 
oximeters and PPE from the National Medical Stockpile, and more than $500,000 to support GPs 
providing face-to-face care to COVID-19 patients where additional PPE is required. 

“More than $248 million is also being invested to continue to operate our GP-led respiratory clinics, at 
local sites including Campbelltown, Fairfield, Picton, Mittagong and Chester Hill.” 
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Other key budget measures include: 

• $31.4 billion for Medicare, including funding to make telehealth a permanent service allowing GPs, 
specialists and allied health professionals to continue consulting with their patients by phone or 
online 

• $648.6 million for Stage 2 of the Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Reform Plan, to improve 
access to appropriate mental healthcare when needed 

This includes: 

o $5 million to continue the Head to Health hubs, including those at Liverpool and Bankstown, 
until 31 December 2022 

o $10.4 million to fund a Suicide Prevention Regional Response Leader to coordinate early 
intervention and suicide prevention activities in each of Australia’s 31 PHNs 

o $946,000 to extend the MBS items for Australians impacted by the bushfires for a further six 
months until 30 June 2022 

o New MBS items to support linkages between a patient’s GP or other medical practitioner and 
other clinicians involved in their care 

o $34.9 million to improve access to high quality mental health, suicide prevention, and social 
and emotional wellbeing services for Indigenous and culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities 

o $6 million to enhance workforce capabilities, including a free national support line for GPs to 
access clinical advice and support from psychiatrists 

• $343.6 million in the National Ice Action Strategy alongside the delivery of critical drug and alcohol 
treatment services, prevention programs and research activities 

• $5.4 million for consultation and development of the new Support at Home program 

• $522 million for the second year of a five-year plan to reform the aged care system 

• $4.6 billion over four years to drive improvements in health outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities 
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South Western Sydney PHN is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to supporting general practitioners, practice 
nurses and other primary health providers to deliver the best possible care for their patients. Our aim is to improve 
access to quality local healthcare for  all residents living in the Bankstown, Fairfield, Liverpool, Campbelltown, Camden, 
Wollondilly and Wingecarribee LGAs, areas which include but are not exclusive to the major traditional nations of 
Dharawal (Tharawal) and Gundangarra (Gandangara). 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the waters and lands on which we live and work, and pay our respects to 
Elders past, present and emerging.
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